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We write on behalf of our client National Grid Electricity Transmission plc (‘NGET’), in response to your 

letter dated 26th July 2021 requesting comments from North Somerset District Council (‘the Applicant’), 

NGET and others in relation to the proposed MetroWest Phase 1 scheme, which is currently before the 

Secretary of State for decision. 

The Secretary of State notes correctly that at the close of the examination an agreement between the 

Applicant and NGET on the protective provisions had not been reached, with NGET arguing for the 

inclusion of its own standard protective provisions submitted at deadline 4 (REP4-046), and the 

Applicant proposing a set of ‘mutual protective provisions’ in the draft DCO at deadline 7 (latest version 

at REP7-056) which NGET regard as unacceptable. 

Since the close of the examination NGET has met the Applicant (along with Network Rail Infrastructure 

Limited) on several occasions for discussions on the interface between NGET’s Hinkley Point C 

Connection Project and the Applicant’s proposed scheme. Whilst the discussions have been 

constructive there is at present no agreement on the form of the protective provisions to appear within 

the DCO. 

Last week on Wednesday 4th August, the Applicant provided NGET with a revised set of proposed 

protective provisions, and  NGET is currently reviewing and considering these. NGET at this stage 

maintain that the DCO should include their own standard protective provisions provided at deadline 4 

for the reasons set out during the examination, but the Applicant’s latest draft protective provisions will 

no doubt inform further discussions with the Applicant, and NGET will be happy to provide the Secretary 

of State with a further update in due course. 
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